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TITUS 1. Vera 
Put them in mind to be ſubjeF\to Principalitie 
and Powers, to obey Mag i,. 


Authorities, that Titus, to whom this Epiſtle 

was wrote was Conſtituted by St. Paul, Chief 
Biſhop of Crete, a Populous Iſland, and | very 
famous in the Records of Antiquity. And it is 
plainly the Intent of the Epiſtle to Direct and In- 
ſtruct him how to Diſcharge aright the Weighty 
Office he ſuſtain'd in the Chriſtian Church. For 
this Purpoſe St. Paul ſpecifies what Qualifications 
they ought to be endued with whom Titus ſhou'd 


1 T is agreed by a Concurrence of the beſt “ 


* See theſe Authorities colleſted in Dr. Cave's Life of St. Titus, 
alſo, in the Preface of Dr. Hammond's Comment on this Epiſtle. 

+ Here Jupiter was ſaid to be born, and her: Dædalus contriv'd 
bis Labyrinth. t is Celebrated by Homer, as baving 100 Cities, 
whoſe Epitbet for it is £xaTouTIAG. 2 Ep. 

Anchiſes in Virgil explaining the Oracle ſpeaks of it thus, 
Creta Jovis magni medio jacet inſula Ponto: 
Mons Idæus ubi & gentis cunabula noſtræ, 
Centum urbes Jhabitant magnas, uberrima regna. Virg. 
Xaeid. l. 32 

3 * 1 1 for 3 up the ſeveral Nations and 
Kingdoms that offer d Aſſiſtance to Pompey in bis Putrrel again 
C ſar, be thus introduces Crete, . 2 * 


Jam Dilecta Jovi centenis venit in arma, 


Creta vetus populis,— Gnoſſaſq; 2gitare Pharetras 
Docta, Lucan Pharſ. J. 3 


12 raiſe 


88 


8 4 1 
*; * * * 1 : . 
; 


— — % * 


** * * N r * 
_ c * w n * 
- = 8 


7 
„ 
4 =y 
. * . * * — 
— _ 25 AY * 7 * 


— — "x „ 8 Sg © 
. CY 


— 


8 * — 
2 „ 
** 8 . * 


(43 


raiſe to the Sacred Epiſcopal Function, c. 1. v. 6, 
7. He tells him what Reaſon there was for Cou- 
rage and Zeal to Oppoſe the Errors, and Rebuke 
the Sins of the People among whom he was plac'd, 
v. 10. 12. He Exhorts him to extraordinary Cau- 
tion in regard both of his Doctrine and Life: That 
in the former he ſhould ſhew uncorruptneſs, Gra- 
vity, Sincerity, ch. 2. v. 7. That in the latter, 
he ſhould ſhew himſelf in all Things a Pattern of 
good Works. bid. He goes on to preſcribe what 
Duties he ſhould Teach and recommend, ch. 3. and 
what ſort of Diſcourſes he ſhould Avoid, Diſcoun- 
tenance and Suppreſs, v. 9. The Words of the 
Text contain an expreſs injunction to him to urge 
upon all Men the Duties of Subjection and Obedi- 
ence to the Civil Government. And as it ought 
to be mention'd to the Honour of Chriſtianity, that 
it does ſo ſtrialy charge theſe Duties upon all her 
' Diſciples, ſo moſt certainly the ſincere and quiet 
practice of them would reſtore the ruſfled World 
to better Order and Temper, and effectually pro- 
mote the Happineſs by ſecuring the Peace of 
Mankind. Theſe Conſiderations determin'd, and 
will I hope juſtify my Choice of this Subject at 
this time. It will not 1 hope be thought impro- 
per in an Aſſembly Compos'd of, and Adorn'd 
with ſo many Magiſtrates, ſome of them of the firſt 
Rank and Dignity, to ſhew whence they derive 
their High and Honourable Commiſſions, to ſhow 
how much the Chriſtian Religion contrihutes to 
the ſupport of their Credit and Authority : For as 
this will infer directly and immediately on our 
part, an Obligation ro Honour, Reſpect, and 
chearful Obedience; ſo it will imply one on the 
Part of the Magiſtrate, to integrity, Fidelity and 
Care. I procced therefore to Diſcourſe from the 
Words now read to you in the following —_— 
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I. I ſhall Conſider what Reaſons are aſſignable 
for the Charge here laid by St. Paul on Titus, to 
urge and infiſt upon the Duties of Subjection and 
Obedience to the Civil Government. 


II. I ſhall Enquire what are the Principal Bran- 
ches of Duty, which our moſt Holy Religion re- 
quires us to pay to Principalities, &c. 


III. I ſhall endeavour to ſhow on what Wiſe and 


Good Reaſon theſe Duties are founded. 


IV. I ſhall add a General Obſervation upon this 
Important Doctrine of Chriſtianity. 


I. I ſhall Conſider what Reaſons are aſſignable 


for the Charge, &c. It ſeems a cold and fingle 


mention of them would not ſuffice, but they were 
to be Repeated and Inculcated upon them; very 
often, and very warmly preſsd. The Original 
Word has a Remarkable Force in it. * vawiumors 
evTss, make them to remember, q. d. Ir is likely 
theſe Doctrines may find but an indifferent recep- 
tion with them, they may be very inclinable to 
diſregard or forget them; fail not however to 
teach them diligently, to recommend them ear- 
neſtly, that if they will not be prevail'd on to ob- 
ſerve them, they may be left inexcuſable in their 
neglect. Now the Reaſons of St. Pau“ itrict 
Charge to Titus in this Matter may be ſuch as 
follow, | 4 

1. Fallen Man is a perverſe unruly Creature, 
very fond indeed of getting Power and Dominion 


— 


* I ie Facio recordari, in memoriam re voco, com- 
monefacio. 
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into his own Hands, but not always ready and 
willing to own and ſubmit to them in the Hands 
of others. A ſtrong and eager Deſire of Autho- 
rity and Greatneſs ſeems to Reign not in particu- 
lar Men only, but generally in Humane Nature. 
This is that Evil Spirit which hath been continu- 
ally walking to and fro in the Earth, and created 
ſo much Diſturbance and Confuſion therein as to 
ſhake the very Foundations of it. To the Activit 
of this we are in a great meaſure to impute thoſe 
Wars, Tumults, Factions and Diſorders which 
the Hiſtories not only of Nations and Kingdoms, 
but of Cities, Fowns, and even private Families 
are full off. Now to check this Proud, Aſpiring, 
Tumultuous Spirit, is a Matter worthy of a Reli- 
gion that came from the God of Order and Peace. 
Here therefore Chriſtianity charitably communi- 
cates its Light, and ſeaſonably interpoſes its Au- 
thority. It teaches that Government is not an 
Uſurpation upon the Rights of Mankind: But that 
it claims from above, and is the Inſtitution of the 
King of Kings; That it is by Divine Order and 
Appointment that there ſhould be different Ranks 
and Degrees of Men. That as hereby ſome are 
rais'd to Command, others are requir'd to Obey. 
2. St. Paul might in giving this Charge to Tiras 

have a particular Regard to the People, over whom 
he had made him to preſide; for the Cret:ans are 
deliver'd to us under a very wretched Character. 
St. Paul confirms the Teſtimony given of them by 
* Epi menides, one of their own Poets; That the 
Getians were always Lyars, Evil Beaſts, Slow 
Bellies: That they were a Perfidious and Double- 
tonow'd ; a Brutal, Slothful, Diſſolute, Voluptuous 
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Generation of Men; Prone to all Vices, and Fami- 
liar with ſome of the biggeſt Size and worſt Sort. 
Such Men were likely to think the Mildeſt Govern- 
ment Harſh. No wonder if they were impatient 
of the gentleſt Reſtraints, and the ſofteſt Diſci- 
pline : It muſt be very neceſlary often to remind 
them of their Duty to Government, who could ſo ill 
Brook any, who had given themſelves up to Luxury 
and Exceſs; to all kinds and degrees of Liberty ; 
and to whom nothing could be more Grievous, than 
the fear of Diſturbance and Controll. 

34. The Jews about this time began to ſhew 
themſelves more than ordinarily Diſcontented un- 
der the Roman Government. They had flatter'd 
themſelves with a vain Opinion, that their Meſſiah 
ſhould appear in much Pomp and Glory, and ena- 
ble them to ſhake off the Yoke of Foreign Subjecti- 
on, Which they bore with much uneaſineſs and im- 


Patience. They thought that the moſt High God 


whom they Workſhip'd in Ferwu/alem, a Place of his 
own chuſing; in a Glorious Temple, Solemnly 
Dedicated to him; according to the Law of Moſes, 
receiv'd immediately from his Sacred Mouth : 1 
ſay, they thought thig;Ged would not fail to ap- 
pear in an extraordinary manner for his beloved 
People, and deliver them (as he had often of old 
done) with a mighty Hand, and a ſtretch'd out 
Arm. Either in dependance on this popular Error, 


or from a Spirit o Mariny and Sedition which God 


for their Sins ſuffer d to preyail among them, they 
* broke out into frequent Tumults, both among 


1 


* This Epiſtle is ſuppoſed to have been wrote An. Chriſti 55. See 
Joſephus's. AK. the Srite ind Temper of the Jews, from 


' the Tear 49, to 66. the time of Geſſius Florus bis coming among 


them: Whoſe Tyr annical, and Cruel Government (be ſays) conſtrain- 
ed rh:m to drawiheir Swords againſt the Romans. Joſeph de Bell. 
Jud. 1. 2. cap. 11, 12, 13. Joſeph de Ant. Jud. l. 20. cap. 9. 
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themſelves and againſt the Romans, thereby en- 
creaſing the Prejudices that Warlike Nation had 
already conceiv'd againſt them, and preparing the 
Way for a general Revolt, which brought upon 
them ſuch an horrible Scene of Miſeries, as the 
Hiſtories of no People or Nation can parallel, and 
ended in the utter Deſtruction of their City, Tem- 
le, and Race; they having never ſince had a ſet- 
Jed Place of aboad upon Earth. Now it was very 
neceſſary that the Propogators of the Chriſtian 
Religion, ſhonld acquaint their Converts and the 
whole World, that this neither Authoriz'd nor 
Encourag'd Men to make any Innovations, or caſt 
off their Obedience to the Civil Government ; but 
rather laid freſn Obligations upon them to be Qui- 

et and Peaceable. 
4th. The Principal reaſon of this Charge given 
by St. Paul to Titus, might be to prevent the 
ſpreading of a Pernicious Hereſy with which too 
many were already Infected, and from which 
much Scandal might ariſe to Chriſtianity, viz. 
That the Profeſſors of that were the Lord's Free- 
men, aſſerted into the Liberty of the Sons of God, 
and loos'd from all Bonds vf Subjection to Infidel 
Magiſtrates. Theſe were the Men that made the 
Liberty of the Goſpel, a Cloke of Maliciouſneſs, 
and form'd ſuch a Wild Notion of it, as would 
give them a Diſcharge, not only from this parti- 
cular Duty, but from all others too. To this their 
Character and PraQtces agreed, as we learn 
from the Account given of them by St. Perer, and 
St. Jude. St: Peter. deſcribes them, 2 Epi. ch. 2. 
ver. 12. as Perſons” that walked after the Fleſh in 
the Luſt of Uncleanneſs, and deſpiſed Dominion. 
dt Jude ver. 8. calls ther nlthy Dreamers, that 
defiled the Fleſh, deſpiſed Dominion, and ſpake 
evil of Dignities. So that they who were Ene- 
mies 


E 

mies to all Authority of Magiſtrates, fell from one 
Wickedneſs to another, and were likewiſe decla- 
red Enemies to all Chaſtity, and Temperance and 
Vertue. Monſters in Nature, wallowing in Sen- 
ſuality, given up to the moſt horrid and unnatu- 
ral, the moſt filthy and deteſtable Practices. No 
Religion could have ſubſiſted long under ſuch a 
load of Guilt and Odium which Profeſſors like 
theſe, would have brought upoa it. It is owa'd 
indeed that Chriſtianity did bleſs all its faithfull 
Converts with a very valuable Liberty; 1. e. it 
freed them from the Moſaick Yoke, and from that 
infinite number of little Rites and Ceremonies, 
which the Jews did punctually obſerve, but it was 
never intended to encourage ſuch a Chimerical No- 
tion of Liberty as theſe Lewd Groſticks dream'd of, 
which would give them a looſe from all the Laws of 
Nature and Nations, would have overthrown the 
Divine Conſtitutions, and literally have effected 
that which the Apoſtles were wrongfully charg'd 
with, Act, 17. v. 6. turn'd the World up- ſide 
down. This in fine, would have been an indeli- 
ble Reproach to the belt of Religions, and an inſu- 

able Bar to irs Progreſs. Whether therefore 
we Conſider the unruly Nature of Corrupt Man, 
the Libertine State of Cyere, the Proneneſs of the 
Fews to Rebell, or the Inſolence and Wickedneſs of 
the Gnoſcicks, who broke looſe from all Rule, and 
defied all Government, by the Pretended War- 
raut and Authority of Chriſtianity itſelf 3 we ſce 
ſufficient reaſon for this Charge df St. P to Litas, 
to urge and inſiſt upon the Duties of Subjection and 
Obedience to the Civil Government. I proceed, 


Il. To enquire what are the Principal Branches 
af Duty, which out moſt Holy Religion requires 
us to Pay to Principalities, Powers, and Magiſtrates. 

- B i. 4 
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{. e. to all that are in Lawful * Power and Autho- 
rity ; whether to the King as Supreme, or to thoſe 
You are ſeat by him. Theſe are reducible to 
ur. 
1ſt. That we Pray for them. 
24ly. That we Honour and Reverence them. 
34ly. That we Pay Cuſtom or Tribute to them. 
4thly. That we Obey, and be Subject to them. 
1. It is the indiſpenſible Duty of SubjeQts to 
ſy 1 and intercede with the Almighty in be- 
half of their Princes and Governours. The di- 
tection of St. Paul to Timothy Biſhop of Epheſus, 
is full and expreſs in this matter, 1 Epiſt. ch. 2. 
ver. 1, 2. | exhort therefore, that firſt of all Sup- 
proves, Prayers, Interceſlions, and giving of 
hanks be made for all Men; for Kings and all 
that are in Authority, that we may lead peaceable 
Lives under them, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
The Diffuſive and Catholick Spirit of Charity 
which reigns in the Chriſtian Religion, obliges us 
to Pray for the Welfare and Happineſs of all Men ; 
how much rather to put up our Fetitions for Ru- 
lers and Goveruours whom the Scripture greatly 
Honours, to whom we are bound by a Multiplicity 
of obligations; and on whom the Peace and exter- 
nal Happiaeſs of Mankind does very much depend. 
This Duty therctore the Chriſtians were never 
wanting in to the Emperors, tho' Heathens 
and Infidels. it was a Solecmn part of their 
Church | Service, to Pray for them. That 


* or. Sanderſon præl. 5. Sett. 12. 0buiztes an Objetion which 
might be rais'd, viz. That any might Command who bad Power 10 
Compe', aud di(tinguiſhes between d uyeus and iEuoia, the for- 
mer &f which hc vejed> a+ ignifying only Force or Vielence: And 
by the latter be tells us, we are to wnderſiand 4 Lawful Power 
Founded upon fome 1 ight nana or civil; this he ſays the Apaſtle 
wpes fros times in ibi cc Verjes, tur never ſays 4 Hllable of the other. 

+ Se ir, Hammord s Arimadu:1ſions on this Text, and the 
elnr:ritics be quotes from Tertullian, St. Chryſoſtom, and Sr. 
Cyril. Cod 
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God would give them Wiſdom, and Mode- 
ration in the Exerciſe of their Power. That he 
would bleſs them with a long Life, a ſecure Em- 
pire, and valiant Armies. That they might be 
renowned for Victories and Triumphs, or flouriſh 
in Peace, Health, and Safety. Indeed this directi- 
on of St. Paul to Timothy, was but the enforcing a 
Duty well underſtood, and well practiſed by the 
Jews, When Caius Caligula nos have forced his 
Statue upon them, tho” they proteſted unanimouſ- 
ly, they could not live to ſee ſuch an iaſupportable 
Violation of their Temple and Laws, yet when 
ask d by the Roman Governour whether they were 
preparing War againſt Cæſar, they anfwer'd No; 
* for that they every Day offer'd Sacrifice for Ce- 
ſar, and the Roman Nation. + King Agrippa al- 
ſo Writing a Paſſionate Letter to the Emperor on 
this Subject, alledges, that the Jews not only made 
Vows and Sacrifices for the Proſperity of his Em- 
pire on Publick Feaſts and Solemaities, but every 
Day. This was agreeable to the Advice long be- 
fore given by Feremiah in the Name of the Lord, 
to thoſe whom Nebuchadnezzar had led away Cap- 
tive. Fer. 29. 7. Seek ye the Peace of the City 
whither I have cauſed you to be carried away Cap- 
tives, and Pray for it. Advice to the like Purpoſe 
did Baruck give in a Letter-Wrote from Babylon, 
to the Poor Remainder of Fews at Feruſale m. Ba- 
ruck 1.11. Pray far the Life of Nebuchadono cor 
King of Babylon, and for the Life of Balchazor his 
Son; that their Days may he upon Earth as the 
Days of Heaven. lf this was a Duty incumbent 
on them under the miſerable Circumſtances of a 
People Conquer'd, and Enſlav'd / With what Pie- 
ty and Devotion ought it to be perform'd by free 
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* Joſeph, de Bell. Jud. lib. 2 cap. 9. 
+ Phil. Leg. ad. Imp, c. 16. | 
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Subjects, for their Natural and Rightful Sovereign? 
24, Another Duty owing to Princes and Magi- 
ſtrates, is Honour, and Reverence ; which conſiſts 
not in Diſtinguiſning them merely by outward Ce- 
remonies and Addreſs, but in a profound venera- 
tion, and a real and Cordial eſteem for them. This 
will prompt us to ſpeak always Reſpectfully of 
them, if their Actions be at any time liable to ex- 
ception to put the beſt Colours upon them; and this 
will always reſtrain us from paſſing raſh Cenſures, 
or opprobrious Reflections. It was a known Law 
among the Fews, Recorded Exodus 22. 28. Thou 
ſnalt not Revile the Gods, nor Curſe the Rulers of 

thy People. | | 
It was this Law St. Paul was ſenſible he had 
tranſgreſsd when with ſome Paſſion and Sharpneſs 
he called Ananias,at that time chief Magiſtrate a- 
mong the Jews, Whited Wall, i. e. Hypocrite, 
As 23. 3. tho the Provocation was exceedingly 
great, Ananias having without all reaſon and a- 
gainſt all Law commanded him to be ſmitten on 
the Face before he had heard any thing of his Cauſc, 
However St. Paul upon the Knowledge of his Qua- 
lity and Character, retracts what he had ſaid, and 
excuſes it in theſe Words, v. 5. I wiſt not, Bre- 
thren, that he was the Hizh-Prieſt, for it is Writ- 
en, thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy 
People. David likewiſe was ſenſible he had treſ- 
Fd upon the Reſpect due to the Sacred Perſon of 
Princes, when he cut off the Skirt of Saul s Gar- 
ment tho' he was then his avowed Enemy, and 
came in Purſuit of his Life. Sr. Peter after a large 
Exhortation to regard Magiſtracy as the inſtituti- 
on of Heaven, charges this Duty upon us, 1 Epiſt. 
chap. 2. ver. 17. Fear God, Honour the King. 
And St. Paul numbers Honour among the dues, not 
of thoſe only who were inveſted with the Supreme, 
bnt of fach'too, as Ad by a deputed and ſubordi- 
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nate Authority, Rom. 13. 7. Render therefore to 
all their dues, Tribute to whom Tribute is due, 
Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, 
Honour to whom Honour. Indeed were not this 
Duty enjoyn'd by Divine Authority, the very No- 
tion of Rule and Subjection would neceſſarily inferr 
it, therefore * a Famous Civilian makes it a Duty 
by the Law of Nature, That Subjects owe their 
Governours Honour and Eſteem ; that they ought 
to entertain Good and Reſpectful Thoughts of 
them and their Actions, and to ſpeak accordingly. 
34. Another Duty of Subjects to Principalities 
Powers and Magiſtrates, is the ready Payment of 
Taxes or Tribute to anſwer the Neceſſities, and 
to ſupport the Honour and Dignity of the Govern⸗ 
ment. We have a famous Determination of our 
Saviour's in this matter, Recorded Marr. 22. 16, 
17, Cc. There we read, that the Phariſees being 
extreamly incens'd at him for his plain dealing 
with him, Conſult how to entangle him in his talk, 
which they hope to do by this Subtle and Malici- 
ous contrivance. They ſend ont ſome of their 
own Diſciples, in ConjunQion with ſome of the 
Herodians, to engage him in Diſcourſe. Now theſe 
were directly oppoſite to each other. Their own 
Diſciples look'd upon the Emperor as an Uſurper, 
upon themſelves as a free Nation; accounted the 
Tribute an unjuſt Impoſition, and the Payment of 
it Diſhonourable. On the other hand the Herodi- 
ans were Friends to the Government, and aſſertors 
of the Authority of Ceſar. Theſe Men come and 
propoſe this enſnaring Queſtion, whether by the 
Law of God they were obliged to Pay Tribute to 
Cæſar ? If he anſwer'd Affirmatively, he expos'd 
himſelf to the Popular Odium of his Countrymen ; 
if Negatively, to the diſpleaſure and reſentment of 


"'# Puffend. de off. Hom lib, 2. cap. 1 8. | . 
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the Romans : He ſeeing their Hypocr iſie, orders 
them to bring him a Penny, ask'd 'em whoſe Image 
and Superſcription it bore, and when they faid 
Ceſar's, he replies, Render therefore unto Ceſar the 
things that be Ce/ar's, and unto God, the things 
that be God's. Theanſwer is wary, but the Judg- 
ment is clear. ©. D. This Coin teſtifies how long 
yet have been under the Power of the Romans, 
the Admitting it among you is an Acknowledge- 
ment of Cæſar's Supremacy ; for Coining is an Act 
of Sovereign Juriſdiction. Render therefore to 
Cæſar the things that be Cæſar's; this is very agree- 
able to the Law of God which requires, that every 
one have their due, and Tribute is due to Cæſar as 
your Prince and Protector. Nor did our Saviour 
herein do like the Phariſees, lay Burthens upon o- 
thers which he himſelf would not touch, for he 
paid Tribute when demanded of him, though he 
might have pleaded exemption as the Son of God 
the univerſal King, (King's Children being always 
free) but to prevent Scandal and Offence, he ſub- 
mitted to the demand, tho' he could not ſatisfy it 
without Working a Miracle, Matr. 17. 27. St. 
Paul ſpeaks of this paying Tribute as a molt juſt 
and equitable Duty, Rom. 13.6. For, for this Cauſe 
pay you Tribute alſo, for they are God's Miniſters, at- 
tending continually on this very thing. In Juſtice 
ye ought to pay this, thereby acknowledging the 
Commiſſion they are honour d with; for they are 
the Mia'ſters of God, who is the Donour of all 
ye have; and in Gratitude ye ought to pay it, be- 
cauſe they undergo infinite Cares and Pains for 
your Security and Repoſe. They attend continu- 
ally oa this very Thing, i. e. the diſcharge of their 
great Truſts require inceſſant Diligence, and un- 
wearicd Patience: It 1mploys their Time, ex- 
hauſts their Spirits, keeps them coaſtantly waking 
and folliciteus. The Beacfit of ail which ye enjoy 
1d 
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( 15) 
in living ſafe and undiſturb'd under the Guard of 
their Power, and the Protection of the Laws. 
4thly. The laſt general Duty of Subjects to Prin- 
cipalities, &c. is Obedience and Subjection. 

By Obedience, is meant a ready and active 
Compliance with all their Laws and Injunctions, if 
it be in our Power to obſerve them, and that they 
do not interfere with our Duty to God the Su- 

eme Law-giver. The Law of Man can never 

ind any to tranſgreſs the Law of God, becauſe 
the Power of Man over theConſcience is but Deri- 
vative and Conſequential, and by Vertue of a 
Commiſſion receiv'd from God, who alone has a 
direct and proper Power over the Conſcience ; fo 
that if a Man enjoyns any thing Repugnant to the 
Divine Laws, he not only goes beyond his Com- 
miſſion, but acts againſt it too; and therefore, * if 
a Law command a Thing that is Baſe, Diſhoneſt, 
or in any manner unlawful, this is defective in 
what is calld UNIVERSAL FUSTICE, which re- 

uires a due rectitude in every Action. This is fo 
ar from binding the Subject to obey, that it binds 
him not to obey. Hence the Three Children re- 
fus'd Obedience to King Nebuc hadne x ⁊ar's Decree, 
which Commanded Worſhip to be paid to the 
Golden Image. Hence the Apoſtles Preach'd on, 
notwithſtanding the Order of the Jewiſh Council 
to the contrary, Act, 5. And when calld upon 
to juſtifie themſelves, they anſwer'd ſhortly and 
tully, We ought to obey God rather than Men. They 
were under a prior and indiſpenſible Obligation, 
which no Law of Man could vacate or ſuperſede. 
But where Obedience cannot be paid there is ano- 
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Si lex jubeat em turpem, iahoneftam vel quovis modo 
illicitam iſta injuſta eſt ob defectum Juftitiz que dicitur Univer- 
ſalis, quæ debitam rectitudinem in omni actione requiric. Hzc 
ſola cam non obligat ſubdirum ad obediendum, ut omnin obliget 
ad non obediendum. Sand. Pral. de obl. Conſc. Pral. 6. F. 14. 
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ther Duty known by the Name of Subjection or 
Submiſſion, which takes place. All Laws (ſays the 
forecited * Caſuift) made by a lawful Supreme 
Power, do however bind to Submiſſion, fo that the 
Subject ought not to oppoſe Force to the Supreme 
Power, whether its Commands be Juſt or Unjuſt. 
Moſt certainly there is a laſt reſort of Power in 
every Kingdom by the Commands and Determi- 
nations whereof every private Subject ought to 
be finally and abſolutely concluded. This the 
Nature of Government requires, and all Govern- 
ments, how different ſoever in their Models do 
claim this to themſelves. If therefore the Supreme 
Power impoſes hard and heavy Yokes upon the 
Subjects, and they cannot after the uſe of lawful 
and allow'd Means procure Eaſe and Redreſs, they 
are bound to ſubmit, or they incur the Divine 
Wrath- and Diſpleaſure. This was the conſtant 
Serie, and the uninterrupted Pradiſe of the Pri- 
mittve Chriſtians under a long courſe of the moſt 
Tyrannical Vexations and dreadful Miſeries that 
ever any Men endur'd, and it muſt be own'd to 
be. a plain Duty of Chriſtianity, or *twill be hard 
to affix any Senſe or Meaning to thoſe well known 
Words, Rom. 12. 2. Whoever therefor reſiſtetb 
the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of Gad, and they 
that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 
Theſe are the Principal Branches of the Duty we 
owe to Principalities, &c. I proceed, 


III. To ſhow on what Wiſe and Good Reaſons 
they are founded. Now the firſt and chief of theſe 
is the Divine Authority, by which all lawful Power 
is inſtituted, and our Obedience thereunto Com- 
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manded: This is a Doctriee Taught and 
Eſtabliſh'd by the Sacred Scriptures in the moſt 
clear and unexceptionable manner. 4 The Paſlages 
that prove it are ſo plain, that LMall not preſume 
to Comment upon them, being Þerſuaded that the 
Evidence of the Words themſelves will be more 
convincing than any Argumentations that can be 
form'd from them, Prov. 8. 15. 16. By me Kings 
reign, and Princes decree Fuſtite. By me Princes . 
and Nobles, yea all the Judges of the Earth. jerem. 
27. 5. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, I have made the 
Earth, the Man, and the Beaſt that are upon the 
Ground, by my great Power, and by my ſtreteh'd ont 
Arm, and have given it to whom it ſeem'd meet unto 
me. Dan. 2. 20. Bleſſed be the Name of God for 
ever and ever, for Wiſdom and Might are his, and 
he changeth the Times and Seaſons: he removeth 
Kings, and ſetteth up Kings. And leſt the Force of 
theſe Paſſages ſnould be explain'd away, by reſolv- 
ing all into the general Providence of God, the 
Teſtimonies of the New Teſtament are yet more 
expreſs to our preſent Purpoſe. Thus our Saviour 
himſelf to P:late, boaſting the abſoluteneſs of his 
Power, John 19. 11. Thon couldit have no Power 
except it were given thee from above. Thus St. Paul, 
Rom. 13. 1. Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher 
Powers, for there is no power but of God : The Powers 
that be are * ordain'd of God. Verſe 5. Wherefore, . 
ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for Wrath, but alſo 
for Conſcience ſake. Thus St. Peter, t Epiſt. Chap. 
2. V. 13. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of 
Man for the Lord's ſake : Whether it be to the King 


as Supreme; or unto Governours, as unto them that 
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for the praiſe of them that do well, for ſo is the Will 
of God, that with well doing ye may put to ſilence the 
ignorance of fooliſh Men. As free, but not uſing (or 
as the Margent, is not having) your Liberty for 4 
cloal of maliciouſneſs, but as the Servants of God. 
To theſe Citations I ſhall add two more, which 
tho' not of equal Authority with theſe,deſerve not- 
withſtanding to be of great eſteem with us: W:/ſ- 
dom 6. The Author adviſing Kings not to miſuſe 
their Authority, for that the Affront is to God, 
and he will reſent it, ſays v. 3. For Power is given 
yon from the Lord, and Soveraignty from the Higheſt. 
Ibo er. try your Works and ſearch out your Coun- 
ſels, 3 being Miniſters of his Kingdom ye have 
not judg'd aright. Eccleſiaſt. 10. 4. The Power of 
Earth is in the hand of the Lord, and in due time 
he will ſet over it one that is profitable. From all 
this ſure we may venture to conclude, That as 
God is the Fountain and Original of all Power, 
the Supreme Lord and Governour of the Earth, ſo 
all Lawful Powers conſtituted therein are of his 
Conſtitution and Appointment, and as ſuch ought 
to be rever'd and ſubmitted to. I ſhall not offer 
to give any further confirmation to this Doctrine, 
leſt I fall under the Cenfure of Tuih, * of producing 
unneceſſary Teſtimonies in a Matter which admits 
of no Doubt. . 

2. Another Reaſon upon which the Duties afore- 
mention'd arefounded is the Dignity of Princes and 
Magiſtrates. Great and Magnificent are the Titles 
beſtow'd upon them; Miniſters of God, yea, God's 
upon Farth. A good Prince is the Repreſentative of 
the King of Heaven, encircl'd with the Rays of 
Majeſty, wich ſtrike with Awe and Reverence all 
that approach him. Theſe Rays are reflected up - 
on thoſe ſeat by him according to that Relation 


— 


— 


* .Qticur in re non dubia Teſtimoniis non neceſſariis Tull. de 


(19) 

wherein they ſtand to him, and that meaſure of 
Power wherewith they are honour'd and entruſteh 
Judges (ſays * Puſfendorff ) exerciſe a part of the 
Government and Princely Office ; and in a particu- 
lar manner repreſent the Perſon of their Sovereign. 

Indeed the Scripture diſtinguiſhes them in an 
eſpecial manner, and makes great account of their 
Office in the Law quoted before, which ſays, Thon 


ſhalt not revile the Gods, Exodus 22. 28. The Mar- 


gent reads Judges, and whea they are charg'd to 
be Courageous and Faithful, the Reaſon added is, 


that they judge for the Lord, and that the Judg- 


ment they paſs is not Man's but Gods, Deut. 1. 17. 
2 Chron. 19.6. Since therefore a Godlike Power is 
communicated to Princes and Magiſtrates, ſince 
they ate choſen out by Providence for High and 
Noble Purpoſes, fince the Divine Image and Su- 
perſcription is ſtamp'd upon them, are they not 
worthy of all Honour and Obedience? Is it not 
juſt and fit, that after the Care of our Duty to 
God, we pay our Duty to Princes, and behave our 
ſelves reſpectfully to thoſe who are ſet over us to 
preſerve Order and Juſtice, and to maintaia Truth 
and Peace in the World. 

3. It is reaſonable and juſt that we perform the 
fore-mention'd Duties to Princes and Magiſtrates, 
becauſe they undergo ſo many Cares, and ſtruggle 
with ſo many Difficulties in the diſcharge of their 
High Offices. Alaſs ! we ſee only the glitter and 
outſide. We are taken with the Pomp and Atten- 
dance, and Ceremony which waits on them; but 
while theſe pleaſe the Idle Spectator they are of 
little account to them for whoſe ſake they are 
perform'd, they neither refreſh a fatigu'd Body, 
nor give repole to a thoughtful Mind. A Crown 
gloriouily reſplendant with Jewels, and dazling 
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the Eyes of the beholders, often covers the Head 
of the Royal wearer with dark and gloomy Cares, 
and as if it were beſet with Thorns, pierces it with 
a multiplicity of Pains. His Time and Thoughts 
are devoted to the Publick, and he conſults the 
Eaſe and Repoſe of others at the expence of his 
own. He is always in motion in his great Orb 
for the benefit of thoſe who live under his influ- 
ence; therefore the * Lard Bacon 
* Ba. Ef. of jngeniouſly compares Princes to Hea- 
Empire. venly Bodies which have much Vene- 
ration but no Reſt. When Jethre, 
the Father in Law of Moſes u him fitting in 
Judgment from Morning to Evening, and that the 
People brought all their Cauſes to him, he tells 
him he undertook too much, that he was not equal 
to the mighty Toil, and that he would quickly be 
worn out by it : That therefore he ſhould chuſe 
Men of Wiſdom and Integrity to take part of the 
Burden from him. Tis not Honour only then aud 
Power that is conferr'd * Magiſtrates Com- 
miſſioned by the Prince, but with them a pro- 
portionable ſhare of Labour is lay'd upon them. 
Thenceforward they loſe as it were the Propriety 
of themſelves, are neither Maſters of their Time, 
Perſons, nor Actions, Hut as the Apoſtle ſays, Mi- 
niſters of God attending continually on this very 
Thing, i. e. always intent on the executiou of 
their Office, and never intermitting their Cares 
for the publick Good; and ſurely theſe challenge 
and deſerve all the Returns we can make of Grati- 
titude and Obedience. | 
4thly: The laſt reaſon I ſhall mention on which 
our Duty to Princes and Magiſtrates is Founded, is, 
rhe henefit and Advantage we reap from their Ad- 
rn iniſtration, theſe are ſo many and ſo great, that 
it is difficult to Number or Weigh them. With- 
at 4 regular Government, Men would live either 
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deſpicably Mean, or inſupportably Wild. * Tul- 
ly ſpeaking of the Happineſs owing to Societies 
and Communities of Men, alledges that without 
theſe, Cities could neither be Built nor filled. From 
whence (fays he) Laws came to be Enacted, and 
Cuſtoms Eſtabliſh'd. Civil _—_ to be equally de- 
termin'd, and certain Rules of Life to be fix'd. By 
theſe the Minds of Men were ſoftened into Gentle- 
neſs and Modeſty ; Life was made more ſecure, 
and we by mutual exchanges of Goods have furniſh- 
ed it with all manner of Conveniences. Now as 
the Happineſs of Man without Society would be 
very imperfect, ſo Society it ſelf without Laws 
would not be Tolerable. Honeſty and Goodneſs 
(as Adherbal tells us in Salluſt) are in a very 
unſafe Condition if left to themſelves; they 
muſt be fenced with Laws, or they will be lia- 
ble to the Inſults of Bold and Wicked Men. 
Magiſtracy then is the great ſupport and inſtru- 
ment of External Peace and Happineſs. The F no- 
ble Author lately cited ſays, that the true Mar- 
ſhalling of the degrees of Honour is this; firſt 
Founders of Kingdoms as Romulus, Cyrus, &c. 
next to them Lawgivers, which are alſo called ſe- 
cond Founders, ſuch as Lycurgus, Solon, &c. and 
doubtleſs without the Aſſiſtance of theſe ſecond 
Founders, no State can long Subſiſt. To theſe it 
owes its Strength and Duration. F Numa mollified 
the harſh Diſpoſition of Inſant Rome, Born and Nurſ- 
ed upia Wars and Tumults, and made his Peo- 
ple like himſelf, Mild and Tractable; Lovers of 
Religion, Juſtice and Peace. Hycurgus cur'd Spar- 
ta of its Riot and Debauchery, and made it Chaſt, 
Juſt, and Temperate. Inſomuch that + Plutarch 
obſerves, that the City of Lacedæmon continued 


* Tully de off, Ib. 2. Salluft. de Bell. Jugur. + Lord Bacon's 
Eſſuys, of Homour and Reputation. Plat. in vit Num. + 1d; 
in vit. I ycur, | . 
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the chief City of Greece for the ſpace of five Hun- 
dred Years, chiefly by the ſtri& obſervance of his 
Laws. In fine, Princes and Magiſtrates, who are 
the Guardians and Executors of the Laws, and the 
Preſervers of Juſtice, are the Ornament and De- 
fence of a Kingdom. By them the Vertuous are 
Protected, the Injur'd Vindicated, the Sons of Vi- 
olence and Diſorder reſtrain'd 4nd puniſh'd : To 
them we owe ir, that we are ſecure in our Proper- 
ties, and ſafe in our Habitations. To them next 
under God, are imputable all the Rich and nu- 
merous Bleſſings that flow from Order, and Juſtice, 
and Peace. So that it was not without Reaſon 
that a late * Author in his Demonſtration of the 
Law of Nature ſaid, that if it were poſſible ever to 
imagine. Mankind out of a Condition of Govern- 
ment, we can neyer conceive them ſo abſurd, as 
to chuſe to continue in a Poſture ſo unſafe and un- 
comfortable. Thus I have endeavour'd to ſhow 
what Duties our Religion requires of us to Princi- 
palitics, &c. and on what Reaſons they are found- 
ed. I only beg your Patience, while I mention 
one general Obſervation on what has been ſaid. 
 1#, Where the Chriſtian Religion is profeſs'd and 
practis'd-in the greateſt Purity and ſimplicity, there 
the Civil Government will preſerve its juſt Autho- 
Tity, and flouriſh in Honour and due Eſtimation ; 
for that fixes it on the ſureſt baſis, commands 
Submiſſion to it, upon the Weightieſt reaſons, and 
tends to free the Mind from all thoſe turbulent 
and diſorderly Paſſions, which prampt Men to be 
unquiet under it. It permits them not to give 
themſelves up to the Sallies of Envy or Malice, 
Ambitioa or Covetouſneſs. On the contrary it 
enjoyns Meckneſs, Contentment, Humility, and a 
fervent extended Charity. It calms all diſtemper- 
ed Paſſions, and obliges us to keep within the Com- 
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paſs, and punctually to perform the Duties of the 
Station wherein we are plac'd. In fine, as it teach- 
es us to make the Glory of another World our 
principal Care and Study, fo to be ſtrictly and u- 
niverſally Conſcientious in giving every one their 


due in this, and to paſs thro it as calmly and peace- 


ably as is poſlible. 

24ly. This Religion is altogether worthy not of 
the Protection only, but of the Care and particu- 
lar encouragement of all that are in Power and 
Authority; not only becauſe what this loſes of 
Veneration in the Minds of Men, ſo much the Ci- 
vil Government muſt loſe of real Strength and Se- 
curity, but becauſe hereby Honour is done to the 
King of Kings, (by whom Earthly Kings Reign, 
and Princes decree” juſtice) and becauſe together 
with the Temporal this will mightily contribute 
to the Eternal Happineſs of Mankind. The Judg- 
ment and Practice of thoſe who are in a high and 
eminent Station; has a wonderful Influence upon 
the Multitude. -Tite ſecret Reverence Men have 
for their Authority and Greataefs, and the Re- 
putation of their Wiſdom and Ability, does very 
forcibly recommend their Examples to imitation. 
Religion ſo eacourag'd, looks aſlur'd and in Coun- 
tenance ; to diſregard and contemn it then, is not 
only to Sin againſt God, bur to be mean and infa- 
mous among Men. Vice then would Sculk into 
Corners and hide its ſelf in its native Darkneſs, 
and tho we can't ſuppoſe all Men would become re- 
ally and cordially Good, yet very few would be 
found fo abandon'd of Senſe and Shame, as to be 
openly and impudently Wicked. 


Laſtly. It is a ſingular Happineſs for Subjects to 


live under a Governmeat where their Sacred and 
Civil Rights are guarded by the Laws: It is well 
known what ſtate the Roman Empire was In, when 


this Epiſtle was Wrote. J, Cæſar had ſome 
time 
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time before ſeiz'd all the Power into his own hands, 
ſet aſide the Senate ; and pav'd the Way for his 
Succeſlors to the Imperial Throne; who, tho' they 
were formally confirmed in their Dignity by the 
ſuffrage and conſent of the Senate; yet in effect, 
they Ruled by themfelves. Nero was then juſt be- 
come Head of this mighty Empire, who was both 
the moſt Tyrannical of Princes, and the moſt infam- 
ous of Men, and poured out his Rage _ the Poor 
Chriſtians in a Bloody Perſecution. They behav'd 
as became the Diſciples of a ſuffering Lord, and 
the expectants of a Crown of Glory. But bleſſed 
be God weare in no danger of being expos'd to the 
ſevere Tryals they underwent. It is our felicity to 
live under a Prince that not only Protects, but in 
her Heart Loves, and by her Practice eminently A- 
dorns our moſt Holy Religion, under a Mild and 
Gentle Conſtitution of Government, and the influ- 
ence of Wiſe and Good Laws: What remains then 
but that we be duly ſenſible of theſe great Bleſſings, 
that we offer to God our ſincereſt Acknowledgment 
for them, adding withall, our devouteſt Prayers 
for their continuance. May he long preſerve to us 
the Perſon of our moſt Gracious Queen, and bring 
to nought the Counſels of all her Enemies. May he 
give Grace and Wiſdom to all that are put in Au- 
thority under her, that they may truly and indit- 
ferently Miniſter Juſtice to the Puniſhment of 
\Wickedneſs and Vice, aud to the Maintenance of 
true Religion and Vertue. May he not only pre- 
ſerve to us, but perpetuate to the lateſt Generati- 
ons, our excellent Conſtitution in Church and State. 
And may we with much Gratitude to Almighty 
God, and with due Reſpect and Obedience to thoſe 
whom he hath ſet over us, lead quiet and peaceable,>. 


Lives under them in all Godlineſs andHaoneſty : © 


Arti, Now to God the Father, Son, & &. 


FINIS 


